2008 16:08 APY Umuwa

2184

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY

No. 3236 P 1

25 NDVEmbgr 1

The Hon. PETER DUNCAN: Given the importance of
thie meagure, I can well understand that members would
be cxpecting me to take most of my time in this second
reading debate. However, given the importance of other
matters bafore the House, I do not wish 1o delay matters
very much longer this evening. I believe that an agreement
was raached between the Whips 1o ensure that the tjme
allacated to this Bill went at least to 6 p.m That time has
now expired, so [ will not spend much more time on the
Bill, except to explain to the people who will read Hansard
that I was merely taking part in an exercise earlier this
evening 1o take up a litle time of the House which had
been agreed on between the Parties.

The SPEAKER; The honourable member would realise
that Standing Orders do not allow Tepetition

The Hon. PETER DUNCAN: Indeed they do not. I think
that it is about time that, if the laws of the State are not
changed to enable Bills of this sort to be dealt with more
expeditiously and at far less eost to the Stale, at the vary
least the rules and requirements of the Parliameant and af
this House should be changed to snsure that, if Parliament
desires to get up at 555 pm , it cught 1o be able to do so
without sama poor mug such as myselt having to speak for
five minutes just to {ill in that 1ime. S

Bill read a second time and taken through Committee
without amendment ‘

The Han. H. ALLISON (Minister of Education) | move:

That this Bill be now read a third fime.

The Hon. PETER DUNCAN (Elizabeth): Al} I can say is
that I am not particularly eatisfied with the Bill.
Bill read a third time and passed

PITIANTIATIARA LAND RIGHTS BILL

Adjourned debate on segond reading
{Continued from 23 Ootober. Pape 1301 )

Mr. BANNON (Leader of the Opposition): The
Opposition supports this Bill, which results from an
apreement signed by the Goverament with the Pitjont
jatjara people at what the Promier described as a
“memorable ceremony™ on 2 Oslober. In introducing this
Bill to the House and giving its second reading op 23
October, the Premier said that, not anly because of its
importance to the Fitjanijatjara people but also besanse of
the whole question of relationships with Aboriginals in this
State, ho urged that it be considerad without defay. My
first point is that the delay which has been occasioned oo
far (that is, the delay of aver a month since 23 October)
has not been the result of any delay on the part of the
Opposition, which has been raady, willing and able tp
consider this Bill at the earliest stage that the Government
wished to bring it on.

The Opposition supports the Bill, and our pibiic
statements made following the signing of the agresment
indicated that we would be doing 56 That s not to say that
we are entirely happy with every aspect of the Bill, and
later speakers on this side, particularly the member for
Spence, will be indicating some of the arcas in relation to.
which we feel improvements or clarification may well be
necded. Basteally, we support this Bill becauze, since the
change of Government last year, we have maintained thar
we would support the wishes of the Pitjantjatjara peopla
with respect 1o their land. That was our view when in
Govarnment, and 1t has been our view whila we have been
in Opposition. We have maittained that, i the
Pitjantjatjara Council was satisfied that Pitjantjatjara
rights to the land wara adequately recagnised by this Bil,

we, as Paiamentary Opposition,
impede itz passage.

However, 1 would like top look at
antecedents and to put this Bill into jts prop
Also, T should fike to present gs succinetly ag g can’
Oppuasition's  general position regarding 1apg I
Reesntly, it was reported in the press that the pre:gs‘e'
Govarnment had negotisted with the Pitjantjatjary Peg
on the conditions of this Bill and that that NeROlation y;
the first in South Auvstralia's history to reach Bpreams
with the Aboriginal people over land rights. Tha ;
not irue. 1 think that that should be restatcd quite gy
and definitely. Indeed, the issue of legally reco i
inalicnable right of Aboriginal title to their trib.
first raised here by Europaan powers as far back g¢ 18355
In that year, Lord Glenelg, Sacretary of Stats for i
Colonies, stated that the Japd rights of Augy
indigenous people should ke kept inviolate T
referving particularly to South Austrafia in the congay
the South Australian Act and the Letiers Patent.

In fact, a clause was inserted in South Austra);
Letters Patent; that clause was, in a sense, rediscovary
and highlightad in racent years only, I
in this debate, That clause states: ;

Nothing in these our Letters Patent shall affoct
consitued to affect the rights of any Abgripinal natlye
said Provinee to the actual occupation or enjoyment
Own persons ar in the persans of their descendants of i
lunds thurein now occupied or enjoyed by such noty,

Unfortunataly, that assurance proved to be not warth

wauld not hampey

het

reversed the siluation; that i3, it contended that Sg
Auslralis was waste and unaceupied and avaitable fo 48]
in its entlrety.

From that point, s0 far as South Australiy
coneerned, the chapler of the sorry treatment of ;
Abariginal peaples by the white invadars began ''Was
and wnoccupied” wers the words that wers used. Th
said of a State, an aran, or & Territory in which peaple!
only lived but where, in fact, axtremely sophisticated triﬁ9
systerns and cultural traditions had existed for Many years:
and develaped I am refarring not just to cufture
traditions but akso 10 technology, in some coses, of qu
amazing sophistication Examples of that are to he's
but soma of thoge skillz, unfortunately, are dead. Th
nets and the various other complicated technolo
equipmant vsed by some of the tribal people in those.day;
ure now only beginning o be rediscovered Yet, con
to what was said in the Letters Patent, the Act cla
thal South Australia was waste and nnoccupied. Those
people, and their culture, traditions and sociaty di}i
exist

True, Governor Hindmassh's proclamation, in 1834
stated that Aborgines ware cntitled to the privileg
British subjects. Howevar, nno attempt was ever mad
acquaint those Aborigines with what Graham Jenkin
Author of the book Conquast of the Ngarvindjeri (a b
that I heartily commend to any member who wishe
understand the nature and sophistication of AbOYE
soclety and what we did to it in this State), describes a5.1%
enommowsly significant facts that wers pet sormunicl
properly or ever really understood: frst, that the Jand
had been theirs and their forebears since time immema
was no longer theirs, but belonged to the British Crd
and, secondly, that the =ncient legal systems by W
tteir lives had always berp regulated and which depén
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